indicating his fame in religious law. 1 Ibn al-Nafis was a prolific author. He had an out--standing memory and had written his books from memory without reference to other textbooks or com--pendia. According to Nagmia, his works can be divided into several categories 2 : Several articles by Arab and Western authors discuss the role of Ibn al-Nafis in the discovery of the pulmo--nary circulation.
I. Original contributions: • Kitab Al-Shamil fi al-Sina'a al-Tibbiyya (Comprehensive Book on the Art of Medicine
5-10 He challenged the Galenic concept of circulation which stated that blood reaching the right side of the heart went through invisible pores in the sep--tum of the left side of the heart, where it mixes with air to create spirit and then was distributed to the body. 6 Western writers gave credit of the discovery of the pulmonary circulation to Michael Servetus (1511-1553), a Spanish physician and theologist, 11 and to William Harvey.
12 Soubani and Khan elaborated on the European descriptions of circulation and the resem--blance between the writings of Ibn al-Nafis on this issue and those of later European writers such as Servetus, and Colombo. 6 Some authors believe that Western writers used Ibn al-Nafis concept of circulation in their "re-discovery" three hundred years later. 13 One writer raised ques--tions regarding whether Ibn al-Nafis was known to the European scholars during the age of Renaissance and that they opted to ignore his writing or not give proper credit to him. 14 The credit for recognizing Ibn al-Nafis as the discov--erer of the pulmonary circulation goes to Dr. Muhyi alDin al-Tatawi of Egypt. In 1924, Dr. al-Tatawi found a manuscript of "Sharh Tashrih al-Qanun" in the Prussian State Library in Berlin (Manuscript 912), while work--ing on his dissertation for a doctorate at the Faculty of Medicine of the Albert Ludwigs University in Freiburg, Germany.
2,5-7 Ibn al-Nafis stated the following regarding the pulmonary circulation: "...This is the right cavity of the two cavities of the heart. When the blood in this cavity has become thin, it must be transferred into the left cavity where the pneuma is generated. But there is no passage between these two cavities, the substance of the heart there be--ing impermeable. It neither contains a visible passage, or as some people thought, nor does it contain an invis--ible passage which would permit the passage of blood, as Galen thought. The pores of the heart there are com--pact and the substance of the heart is thick. It must, therefore, be that when the blood has become thin, it is passed into the arterial vein (pulmonary artery) to the lung, in order to be dispersed inside the substance of the lung, and to mix with the air. The finest parts of the blood are then strained, passing into the venous artery (pulmonary vein) reaching the left of two cavities of the heart, after mixing with the air and becoming fit for the Ibn Al-Nafis' 13th century treatise The Concise Book (Kitab Mujiz) which epitomized the Canon of Ibn Sina.
